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Goldfish: What Do They Look Like? 
Goldfish are some of the most beautiful 
and colorful fish you can find. They 
come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and 
colors, making them popular pets and 
fun to observe. If you’ve ever wondered 
what makes a goldfish unique, you’re in 
for a treat! 

Most goldfish are small compared to 
other animals, but they can grow much 
bigger than you might expect. In a 

home aquarium, a goldfish is usually about 4 to 6 inches long. However, 
with the right care and plenty of space, they can grow up to 12 inches in 
length! Goldfish don’t weigh much—usually just a few ounces—but their size 
and weight depend on how well they are cared for. 

When it comes to color, goldfish are famous for their bright orange scales, 
but they aren’t always orange. They can also be white, yellow, black, or 
even red. Some goldfish have metallic, shiny scales that sparkle in the light, 
while others have a soft, matte look. Goldfish are masters of variety! 

Goldfish don’t have stripes, horns, or unusual body parts like some animals, 
but they still have unique features. Their fins are one of their most striking 
parts. Some goldfish, called "fancy goldfish," have long, flowing fins that 
look like delicate ribbons. Others have double tails or bubble-like growths 
near their heads, giving them a whimsical appearance. Their eyes can also 
be quite different—some goldfish have round, bulging eyes, while others 
have flatter ones. 

Another cool thing about goldfish is their bodies. Most goldfish are shaped 
like a slim oval, but fancy goldfish can have round, chubby bodies that 
make them look like swimming balls. No matter their size or shape, all 
goldfish are built to glide smoothly through the water. 

Goldfish might not have the wild patterns or horns of some other animals, 
but their shimmering scales and elegant fins make them stand out. They’re 
proof that sometimes beauty comes in simple, shiny packages! 


