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The Goodness Challenge 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The residents of Brightville were motivated to participate in the goodness 
competition because they wanted to make a positive difference in their 
community and vie for the substantial reward offered by Mr. Thornton. The 
competition changed the city by inspiring residents to take action and 
undertake various projects aimed at improving the quality of life in 
Brightville. As a result, neglected areas were revitalized, and a sense of unity 
and purpose was fostered among the residents. 

2. The goodness competition reflects Mr. Thornton's values by emphasizing the 
importance of doing good for society and leaving a positive legacy. His 
challenge inspired contenders to align their efforts with these values, driving 
them to make meaningful contributions to the community. Mr. Thornton's 
desire to leave a positive legacy was evident in his decision to offer a 
substantial reward for these contributions. The impact of his challenge was 
profound, as it transformed both the contenders and the community by 
encouraging them to work together for the betterment of Brightville. 

3. Mr. Thornton likely chose Sarah as the winner because her project provided 
clean drinking water to remote villages, making a significant and tangible 
difference in the lives of many families. Her project addressed a 
fundamental need and had a wide-reaching positive impact. I agree with 
Mr. Thornton's decision because it reflects the essence of the competition—
to do the most good for society. Factors influencing his choice might 
include the scale of impact, the alignment with the competition's goal, and 
the overall benefit to the community. 

4. The Goodness Challenge" teaches us that individuals and communities 
have the power to make a positive impact on society through their 
collective efforts and initiatives. Such competitions inspire people by 
providing incentives and recognition for their contributions to their 
communities. They encourage individuals to take action, foster a sense of 
responsibility, and promote unity among residents. Ultimately, the story 
demonstrates that even small acts of kindness and community 
engagement can lead to significant positive changes in society. 

 

 

 


