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Gordie Howe: Mr. Hockey's Enduring Legacy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Gordie Howe earned the nickname "Mr. Hockey" due to his 

exceptional skills, longevity in the game, and contributions to the 

sport. His record-breaking career, incredible durability, and 

versatility on the ice justified this title. He remains a symbol of 

excellence and inspiration for generations of hockey players. 

2. Gordie Howe achieved numerous milestones and records during 

his NHL career, including being the first player to score over 1,000 

career points, winning the Hart Trophy six times, and playing in 

1,767 regular-season games. These milestones reflect his 

exceptional skills and impact on the sport of ice hockey. 

3. Gordie Howe's comeback to professional hockey in 1973 was 

unique and inspirational. He returned at the age of 45 and joined 

the Houston Aeros of the World Hockey Association (WHA), 

where he played alongside his sons, Mark and Marty Howe. His 

return was a testament to his love for the game and his desire to 

continue competing at a high level. 

4. Gordie Howe's impact on the sport of hockey extends beyond 

his on-ice skills. He served as a role model for aspiring players, 

demonstrating sportsmanship, humility, and dedication to the 

sport. He remained an ambassador for hockey, promoting its 

values and contributing to its growth. His character and 

influence continue to inspire players and fans alike. 

 


