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Gorilla Family: From Birth to Caregiving
' 7 ‘ Gorilas are fascinating animals with
d unique ways of raising their young. Gorillas
» B reproduce through mating, where a
_,ﬂ/ dominant male, often called a silverback,
}4/ ’ leads the group and mates with several
q/_.__‘ , females. Silverbacks are responsible for
protecting the group and helping raise the

young.

Female gorillas have a gestation period, or pregnancy, of about 8.5
months, similar to humans. When a baby gorilla, called an infant, is born, it
usually weighs around 4 pounds. Gorillas typically have one baby at a time,

but on rare occasions, twins can be born.

After birth, the mother is the primary caregiver, holding and nursing the
infant closely for several months. The baby depends completely on its
mother for warmth, milk, and protection. As the infant grows, it starts to
explore its surroundings while still staying close to the mother. By the age of
3 to 4 years, young gorillas begin to become more independent, eating

solid foods and playing with other young gorillas in the troop.

Goirillas live in close family groups called troops, led by the silverback. He
helps protect the young from danger and keeps peace within the group.
All troop members play a role in caring for the young, including gentle play

and guidance from other females and older siblings.

Raising young gorillas is essential for the species' survival. Gorillas are
endangered due to habitat loss and poaching, making it important to

protect their environments to ensure future generations.
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