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Do Gorillas Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Gorillas are powerful and gentle primates 

that live in the forests of Africa. They are 

known for their close family bonds, but do 

they form relationships with other species 

too? While gorillas mostly interact within 

their own groups, they do share their 

habitat with many other animals and 

plants. 

Gorillas do not have many direct relationships with other species like 

mutualism, where both animals benefit. However, they play a role in their 

ecosystem by helping plants grow. When gorillas eat fruits, they spread 

seeds throughout the forest. This helps new plants grow and provides food 

for many animals. This indirect relationship benefits both the gorillas and 

other creatures in the forest. 

Gorillas also have a form of commensalism with some birds and insects. For 

example, birds may follow gorillas to eat insects stirred up by their 

movement. The birds benefit from easy access to food, while the gorillas 

remain unaffected. 

Parasitism, however, is not as positive. Sometimes, gorillas can be affected 

by parasites like ticks or intestinal worms. These parasites harm the gorilla by 

feeding on their blood or nutrients without providing any benefit in return. 

Even though gorillas do not often form strong bonds with other species, their 

presence helps maintain a healthy forest. By keeping plant life thriving and 

creating food sources for other animals, gorillas are essential to their 

environment. 


