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The Mighty Gorilla: What Does It Look Like? 
Gorillas are powerful and impressive animals 

found in the forests of Africa. They are the 

largest primates in the world and belong to 

the same family as monkeys and humans. 

Gorillas have thick, dark fur covering most of 

their bodies, which helps keep them warm in 

their natural habitat. Their fur can range from 

black to brownish-gray, depending on their age and the type of gorilla. 

A fully grown male gorilla can weigh up to 400 pounds and stand around 5 

to 6 feet tall when on two legs. Female gorillas are smaller, usually weighing 

about half as much as males. One unique feature of adult male gorillas is 

the silver patch of fur on their backs, which is why they are called 

silverbacks. 

Gorillas have long, strong arms that are longer than their legs. This helps 

them move using their knuckles in a form of walking called knuckle-walking. 

Their hands and feet look somewhat like human hands but are much larger 

and stronger, with thick fingers and nails. 

Gorillas do not have stripes, horns, or specialized body parts like some other 

animals. However, their large nostrils and broad chests make them easily 

recognizable. They have expressive faces, with wide, dark eyes and flat 

noses, which allow them to show feelings like curiosity and calmness. 

These gentle giants are known for their strength and intelligence, making 

them fascinating creatures to learn about and protect. 

 

 


