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Unveiling India's Government 
India, a land of diverse cultures and traditions, is 

also known for its vibrant democracy and 

government. Let's take a closer look at how the 

government of India operates and its unique 

features. 

Government Structure 

India is a federal parliamentary democratic 

republic. This means that the country is both a democracy and a republic, with a 

President as its head of state and a Prime Minister as the head of government. 

The government operates at multiple levels: the central government at the 

national level and state governments at the state level. Each state has its own 

government and Chief Minister. 

Key Institutions 

• The President: The President of India is the ceremonial head of state. They 

are elected by an electoral college, and their role is largely symbolic. The 

President represents India internationally and gives assent to bills passed by 

the Parliament. 

• The Prime Minister: The Prime Minister is the head of the government and is 

usually the leader of the political party or coalition with the most seats in 

the Lok Sabha, the lower house of Parliament. The Prime Minister leads the 

Council of Ministers and plays a pivotal role in policymaking. 

• Parliament: India has a bicameral legislature, consisting of two houses: the 

Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and the Lok Sabha (House of the People). 

Members of the Rajya Sabha are not directly elected but are appointed 

by the state legislatures. The Lok Sabha members are elected by the 

people of India. Parliament is responsible for making and passing laws. 
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• The Judiciary: India's judiciary is independent and consists of the Supreme 

Court, which is the highest court in the country, and various high courts at 

the state level. The judiciary ensures that the laws are interpreted and 

applied correctly. It also safeguards citizens' rights. 

Elections and Political Parties 

India conducts general elections every five years to elect members of the Lok 

Sabha. State legislative assembly elections are also held periodically. India has a 

multi-party system, which means that several political parties compete in 

elections. The party or coalition with the majority of seats in the Lok Sabha forms 

the government. 

Local Government 

India has a three-tier system of government: central, state, and local. At the local 

level, there are Panchayats (rural) and Municipalities (urban) responsible for local 

governance. This system ensures that decisions and policies are made at the 

grassroots level, addressing local issues effectively. 

Constitution of India 

The Constitution of India, adopted in 1950, is the supreme law of the country. It 

outlines the fundamental rights and duties of citizens, the structure of government, 

and the powers and responsibilities of various institutions. The Constitution is a 

comprehensive document that guides the functioning of the Indian government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


