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Navigating Pakistan's Government: A Closer Look 
Pakistan, a country nestled in South Asia, boasts a 

vibrant and diverse cultural landscape. Its 

government structure plays a crucial role in shaping 

the nation's policies and governance. In this 

reading passage, we will explore the intricacies of 

Pakistan's government system, its key components, 

and how it functions. 

The Structure of Pakistan's Government 

Pakistan's government operates as a federal parliamentary republic, which 

means it combines elements of a federal system with a parliamentary form of 

government. It draws inspiration from various sources, including its colonial history 

and Islamic principles. 

The Three Branches of Government 

• The Executive Branch: At the helm of the executive branch is the President 

of Pakistan, who serves as the ceremonial head of state. The President's role 

is largely symbolic, and their powers are limited. The true executive authority 

rests with the Prime Minister, who is the head of government. The Prime 

Minister is the leader of the political party with the most seats in the National 

Assembly, Pakistan's lower house of Parliament. The executive branch is 

responsible for implementing laws and policies. 

• The Legislative Branch: Pakistan's Parliament consists of two houses—the 

National Assembly (lower house) and the Senate (upper house). The 

National Assembly is made up of Members of the National Assembly (MNAs) 

who are elected by the people. The Senate, on the other hand, is 

composed of senators who are elected by the members of provincial 

assemblies. The Parliament is responsible for making laws, debating 

important issues, and overseeing the government's activities. 
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• The Judicial Branch: Pakistan's judiciary is independent of the other 

branches of government. The Supreme Court of Pakistan is the highest court 

in the country and plays a crucial role in interpreting the constitution and 

ensuring the rule of law. The judiciary is responsible for upholding justice, 

safeguarding individual rights, and resolving legal disputes. 

Provincial and Local Governments 

Pakistan is divided into four provinces: Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 

Balochistan, each of which has its own provincial government. These provincial 

governments have authority over certain matters, including education, health, 

and agriculture. Additionally, Pakistan has a system of local governments, 

including city and district governments, which handle local issues and services. 

Democracy in Action 

Pakistan follows the principles of representative democracy, where citizens have 

the right to vote in elections and choose their leaders. General elections are held 

every five years to elect members of the National Assembly, provincial assemblies, 

and local government representatives. These elections are essential for 

maintaining a democratic system and ensuring that the government reflects the 

will of the people. 

The Role of the Military 

It's important to note that Pakistan's military has played a significant role in the 

country's history and politics. While Pakistan is a democratic republic, the military 

has, at times, intervened in politics and governance. However, in recent years, 

efforts have been made to strengthen democratic institutions and maintain 

civilian supremacy over the military. 

 

 

 


