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A Day in the Life of a Government Attorney 

Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. To prepare for a court hearing as a government attorney, I would follow 
these steps: Initial Client Meeting, Legal Research, Case Assessment, 
Document Preparation, Witness Preparation, Courtroom Practice, Case 
Presentation 

2. Government attorneys, like all legal professionals, are bound by strict 
ethical responsibilities. Some key ethical responsibilities include 
maintaining client confidentiality, avoiding conflicts of interest, 
providing zealous and competent representation, and upholding the 
rule of law. Ethical conduct is essential in the legal profession because it 
ensures fairness, justice, and the integrity of the legal system. It builds trust 
with clients, the court, and the public, ultimately preserving the legal 
profession's credibility and serving the best interests of society. 

3. Government attorneys play a vital role in government agencies by 
providing legal guidance, representing their interests in legal matters, 
and ensuring that agencies operate within the boundaries of the law. 
They help agencies navigate complex legal issues, draft and review 
contracts and regulations, and defend their actions in court if necessary. 
By doing so, government attorneys contribute to the effective 
functioning of government agencies, protect the government's 
interests, and help agencies fulfill their missions while complying with 
legal requirements. 

4. Government attorneys face several challenges, including managing 
heavy caseloads, balancing the interests of multiple government 
agencies, and dealing with the complexities of government regulations. 
To address these challenges effectively, government attorneys can 
implement strategies such as prioritizing cases based on urgency and 
significance, seeking assistance from colleagues or support staff, and 
using legal technology for research and document management. 
Additionally, clear communication with clients and agencies is essential 
to manage expectations and ensure that legal services align with 
agency objectives. Collaboration with colleagues and continuing legal 
education can help government attorneys stay updated on evolving 
legal issues and improve their efficiency in addressing these challenges. 

 


