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Guarding the Empire: The Great Wall of China's Purpose 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The construction of the Great Wall began during the Warring 

States period when individual states built walls to protect their 

territories. The period was marked by conflict and competition 

among states, leading to the construction of defensive 

structures. 

2. The construction of the Great Wall presented numerous 

challenges, including the need to navigate rugged terrain, 

extreme weather conditions, and labor-intensive efforts. Builders 

and laborers faced harsh working conditions, but the wall's 

defensive significance motivated their efforts. 

3. The Great Wall has left a lasting impact on China's history and 

culture, symbolizing resilience, determination, and unity in the 

face of external threats. It serves as a testament to the nation's 

ability to defend its borders and preserve its identity. 

4. In modern times, the Great Wall continues to be a symbol of 

China's rich history and cultural heritage. It attracts tourists from 

around the world and stands as a UNESCO World Heritage site, 

reminding us of its enduring significance. 

 

 

 


