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Guernica: Picasso's Powerful Protest Against 
War 
Pablo Picasso's painting "Guernica" is a masterpiece that 
captures the horrors of war and the suffering it inflicts 
upon innocent civilians. This iconic artwork has a rich 
history and carries a profound message that continues to 
resonate with viewers around the world. 

"Guernica" was created by Pablo Picasso in response to 
the bombing of the town of Guernica during the Spanish 

Civil War in 1937. The town was bombed by German and Italian air forces at the request 
of the Nationalist forces led by General Francisco Franco. Picasso, a Spanish artist living 
in Paris at the time, was deeply affected by the news of the bombing and felt compelled 
to create a work that would bring attention to the tragic event. 

The Composition of Guernica 

The painting is large in scale, measuring approximately 11 feet by 25 feet. It is done in 
black, white, and shades of gray, which adds to the stark and somber atmosphere of the 
artwork. The composition is filled with chaotic and distorted figures, animals, and objects, 
all of which contribute to the sense of horror and despair. 

Symbolism in Guernica 

"Guernica" is a highly symbolic painting, and each element within it carries a specific 
meaning. Some of the key symbols in the artwork include: 

• The bull: Symbolizing brutality and aggression. 
• The horse: Representing the suffering of innocent civilians. 
• The dismembered body: Signifying the destruction and chaos of war. 
• The screaming figure: Depicting the pain and fear experienced by the victims. 

The Message of Guernica 

The painting's message is a powerful condemnation of the atrocities of war and the 
suffering it inflicts on civilians. Picasso wanted to make a statement against violence and 
the horrors of war, and "Guernica" serves as a visual protest and a plea for peace. 

The Reaction to Guernica 

When "Guernica" was first displayed at the Spanish Pavilion of the 1937 International 
Exposition in Paris, it garnered significant attention and controversy. The painting was met 
with both admiration and criticism, but it undeniably brought global awareness to the 
Spanish Civil War and the suffering of the people of Guernica. 

The Fate of Guernica 

After its exhibition, "Guernica" toured around the world to raise funds for Spanish war 
refugees. It eventually found a permanent home in the Museo Reina Sofia in Madrid, 
Spain, where it remains on display today as a testament to the enduring power of art to 
convey important messages. 


