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Where Do Guppies Live? 
Guppies may be small, but their habitats 
are as diverse as they are fascinating. 
These tiny fish prefer freshwater 
environments and can be found in 
various parts of the world. Let’s explore 
where guppies live and what makes 
their homes so special! 

Guppies are freshwater fish, meaning 
they live in places like rivers, streams, 
ponds, and lakes. They thrive in water 
that is calm and clear, where they can 
swim safely and find plenty of food. 

Guppies are not found in salty ocean water because their bodies are designed 
for freshwater habitats. However, they can sometimes be found in slightly brackish 
water, which is a mix of fresh and salt water. 

Originally, guppies came from parts of South America and the Caribbean, 
including Venezuela, Brazil, and Trinidad. In these places, they live in tropical 
climates where the water is warm and the environment is lush with plants. The 
plants in their habitats give them places to hide from predators and lay their 
babies. 

Today, guppies are found all over the world because people introduced them to 
new places. Why? Guppies are excellent at eating mosquito larvae, which helps 
control mosquito populations. Now, you can find guppies in Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and North America. They are one of the most widespread freshwater fish in the 
world! 

Guppies are very adaptable, which means they can survive in different types of 
environments. They can live in water with a variety of temperatures, although they 
prefer water that is between 72 and 82 degrees Fahrenheit. This adaptability is 
one reason they are so easy to keep in aquariums. 

In their natural homes, guppies often live in groups, called schools. They rely on 
these schools for protection and to make finding food easier. Whether in the wild 
or an aquarium, guppies need clean water, plants, and space to swim. 

From tropical rivers in South America to aquariums in your home, guppies show us 
how adaptable and fascinating nature can be. Their small size and simple needs 
make them thrive in habitats all around the world. 


