Name

Guppies are some of the most fascinating
www fish when it comes to reproduction. These
| little creatures have unique mating
behaviors and remarkable abilities to
produce many young, which helps their
populations thrive in both the wild and
aquariums.

First, guppies reproduce through a process
called livebearing. This means that instead
| of laying eggs, the female guppy gives

mating process by performing a "dance" to attract the attention of females.
Male guppies often use their brightly colored tails to show off and impress
females. Once a female chooses a mate, the fertilization happens inside
her body.

After mating, the female guppy carries the developing fry inside her for
about 21 to 30 days, which is known as the gestation period. During this
time, the fry grow and develop until they are ready to be born. Female
guppies are unique because they can store sperm from males and use it to
fertilize multiple batches of fry over time, even without mating again.

When the fry are ready, the female guppy gives birth to anywhere from 20
to 50 babies at a time! In some cases, larger females may give birth to even
more fry. The fry are tiny, about the size of a grain of rice, and they swim on
their own immediately after birth.

Interestingly, guppies do not care for their young after they are born. In fact,
adult guppies, including the mother, may even eat the fry if they are not
kept safe. This is why in aquariums, people often provide hiding spots like
plants or special areas where the fry can stay safe until they grow bigger.

Guppies' ability to reproduce quickly and in large numbers makes them a
resilient species. Their unigue reproductive habits, from livebearing to their
impressive mating dances, show just how incredible these little fish can be.
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