
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

How Guppies Talk Without Words 
Did you know that guppies have their 
own ways of “talking” to each other? 
Even though they don’t use words or 
sounds like humans, guppies 
communicate using their bodies and 
actions. These tiny fish rely on visual 
displays, movements, and sometimes 
even chemical signals to send 
messages to one another. 

One of the main ways guppies 
communicate is through visual displays. 

Male guppies, for example, use their colorful tails and fins to attract female 
guppies. They often perform little “dances,” swimming in patterns or flicking 
their tails to get the attention of a female. These movements are part of their 
courtship behavior and show the females that they are healthy and strong. 

Guppies also use body language to communicate with other guppies. When 
they are curious or exploring, they swim slowly and gracefully. On the other 
hand, when guppies sense danger, they dart around quickly or hide among 
plants. This behavior helps warn others in their group, called a school, that a 
predator might be nearby. 

Another way guppies communicate is through chemical signals. Scientists 
have discovered that guppies release certain scents, called pheromones, into 
the water. These chemical signals can tell other guppies important things, like 
whether it’s safe to mate or if there’s danger nearby. Pheromones are invisible 
to the eye, but they are very useful for guppies living in the wild. 

One fascinating example of guppy communication happens when a male 
guppy is trying to avoid competition. If a male guppy sees another male trying 
to court a female, he might act uninterested or stop his display altogether. This 
sneaky behavior helps him stay out of trouble while waiting for a better chance 
to attract the female later. 

By using their colors, movements, and chemical signals, guppies have 
developed creative ways to interact with each other and survive in their 
environments. Watching guppies communicate can teach us that sometimes 
actions really do speak louder than words! 


