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The Evolution of Guy Montag in 'Fahrenheit 451' 
Short Answer Key 

1. Montag's profession as a firefighter is ironic because, in this 

society, firefighters are responsible for burning books, which are 

considered dangerous. It symbolizes the suppression of 

knowledge and ideas. 

2. Montag's relationship with Clarisse McClellan impacts his 

character development by sparking his curiosity and desire for 

deeper thinking. She inspires him to question the world around 

him. 

3. Reading confiscated books serves as a catalyst for Montag's 

transformation, as it exposes him to diverse ideas and 

perspectives that challenge the government's values. 

4. Montag's rebellion leads to estrangement from his wife, Mildred, 

who is consumed by shallow entertainment. She represents the 

conformist society that Montag rebels against. 

5. Montag's journey represents the theme of change and growth 

as he evolves from conformity and obedience to seeking 

knowledge, meaning, and authenticity. 


