
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Hank Aaron: A Baseball Legend's Legacy 
Hank Aaron, also known as "Hammerin' Hank," was one of 
the greatest baseball players of all time. Born on February 5, 
1934, in Mobile, Alabama, Hank Aaron's journey in the world 
of baseball was nothing short of remarkable. 

Hank Aaron grew up in a segregated America, where racial 
discrimination was widespread. Despite the challenges he 
faced, he developed a deep love for baseball from a 
young age. He started playing baseball with homemade 
equipment, including a bat crafted from a broomstick and 

a ball made of rolled-up rags. Little did he know that these humble beginnings would 
pave the way for an extraordinary career. 

Rising Star 

As a teenager, Aaron played for the Indianapolis Clowns in the Negro Leagues. His talent 
quickly caught the attention of Major League Baseball scouts, and in 1954, at the age of 
20, he made his debut with the Milwaukee Braves. It was the beginning of an illustrious 
career that would span 23 seasons. 

Playing Career 

During his time in the Major Leagues, Hank Aaron was known for his incredible hitting 
ability. He held numerous records, including the all-time record for the most runs batted 
in (RBIs). In 1974, he reached a milestone that had been considered unattainable: 
breaking Babe Ruth's record for the most career home runs. Aaron's 715th home run 
made history, and he eventually finished his career with 755 home runs, a record that 
stood for over three decades. 

Milestone Achievements 

Hank Aaron's list of achievements is long and impressive. He was a 25-time All-Star, won 
three Gold Glove Awards, and was a two-time National League batting champion. In 
1957, he led the Milwaukee Braves to a World Series championship and was named the 
Series MVP. He also won the National League Most Valuable Player (MVP) award in 1957. 

Legacy 

Hank Aaron's legacy extends far beyond his impressive statistics. He was a trailblazer for 
African American athletes in baseball, breaking barriers and inspiring future generations. 
His perseverance and grace in the face of racism and adversity served as a source of 
inspiration to many. 

After retiring as a player, Aaron remained active in the baseball community. He served 
as a senior vice president for the Atlanta Braves and worked tirelessly to promote diversity 
in the sport. In 1999, Major League Baseball established the Hank Aaron Award, given 
annually to the best offensive player in each league. 


