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Hank Aaron: A Baseball Legend's Legacy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Hank Aaron's childhood experiences played a significant role in shaping his 
love for baseball and his determination to succeed. Growing up in a racially 
segregated America, he faced discrimination and inequality. Baseball 
became an escape from those challenges, a way to express himself and 
prove his worth. His use of homemade equipment, like a broomstick bat 
and rag ball, symbolized his resourcefulness and determination to play the 
game he loved despite limited resources. These early struggles instilled in 
him a strong work ethic and resilience that carried him through his entire 
career. 

2. Hank Aaron breaking Babe Ruth's home run record was significant for 
several reasons. First, Babe Ruth was an iconic figure in baseball, and his 
record had stood for nearly four decades. Aaron's achievement 
demonstrated that records could be broken, even those thought to be 
unattainable, inspiring generations of players to aim for greatness. Second, 
it was a symbol of progress in the fight for racial equality, as Aaron, an 
African American, surpassed Ruth's record amid significant racial tensions. 
This milestone highlighted the power of sports to unite people and break 
down racial barriers. 

3. Hank Aaron's legacy had a profound impact on future generations of 
baseball players and the sport itself. His remarkable career, characterized 
by humility, hard work, and excellence, served as a model for aspiring 
athletes. He showed that talent and dedication could overcome adversity 
and prejudice. Aaron's role in promoting diversity in baseball paved the 
way for greater inclusivity in the sport, encouraging people from all 
backgrounds to pursue baseball careers. His legacy continues to inspire 
players to excel on and off the field, emphasizing the importance of 
integrity, perseverance, and sportsmanship. 

4. One of Hank Aaron's most memorable moments in his playing career was 
when he hit his 715th home run on April 8, 1974, surpassing Babe Ruth's long-
standing record. This momentous event took place in Atlanta, Georgia, in 
front of a cheering crowd. It symbolized not only a baseball milestone but 
also a triumph over racial prejudice. Aaron's accomplishment showed that 
talent and determination could break through societal barriers. His 
graciousness and humility during the achievement endeared him to fans 
worldwide and solidified his place as a true sports legend. 


