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Hard Work Everywhere 
The story of The Little Red Hen is not 
just a tale about a hardworking bird—
it teaches a lesson that applies to 
real-life situations at home, school, 
and even work. The Hen’s experience 
of asking for help, getting refused, 
and doing the work herself mirrors 
many situations people face every 
day. 

At home, chores like washing dishes, 
cleaning rooms, and taking out the 

trash often need to be done. Imagine a child asking their siblings, “Who will 
help me clean up?” and hearing, “Not I!” Just like the Little Red Hen, that 
child may end up doing the work alone. Later, when it’s time for a fun treat 
or a favorite activity, the siblings might want to join, but should they get the 
reward if they didn’t help with the work? The story teaches that everyone 
should contribute to shared responsibilities. 

In school, students often work in groups on projects. Some students might 
take charge, doing all the research, writing, and presenting. Meanwhile, 
others may sit back and do little to help. When the project earns a good 
grade, is it fair for everyone to share the reward? The Little Red Hen’s lesson 
shows that effort should be recognized, and those who contribute deserve 
credit. It encourages students to take responsibility and work together. 

At work, teamwork is also important. If one employee works hard while 
others avoid tasks, the job still gets done, but it is unfair to those who put in 
all the effort. The story of The Little Red Hen reminds workers that success 
comes from effort. Just as the Hen enjoyed her bread because she did all 
the work, in real life, rewards often go to those who take responsibility and 
put in the effort. 

The story applies to many situations because it teaches fairness, 
responsibility, and effort. Whether at home, in school, or at work, the lesson 
remains the same—hard work pays off, and those who contribute deserve 
the reward. 


