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The Annexation of Hawaii: A Tropical Tale 
of Change 
Let's embark on a journey to the beautiful 
Hawaiian Islands and explore the fascinating 
story of their annexation. While this story has its 
complexities, we'll approach it with curiosity and 
a happy tone. 

A Tropical Paradise 

Hawaii, with its stunning landscapes, warm climate, and rich culture, has always 
been a paradise in the Pacific. For centuries, it was a kingdom ruled by Hawaiian 
monarchs, maintaining its independence and unique way of life. 

Contact with the World 

In the late 18th century, European and American explorers arrived in Hawaii. They 
introduced new technologies, plants, and animals to the islands, changing the 
Hawaiian way of life. Trade flourished, and the islands became a crossroads of 
cultures. 

The Kingdom of Hawaii 

King Kamehameha I united the Hawaiian Islands in the early 19th century, 
establishing the Kingdom of Hawaii. For many years, the kingdom enjoyed a 
degree of international recognition, and its monarchy remained intact. 

The Overthrow 

However, by the late 19th century, American and European interests in Hawaii 
had grown. A group of American businessmen, supported by the U.S. military, 
overthrew Queen Lili'uokalani in 1893. They established a provisional government 
and sought annexation to the United States. 

Annexation to the United States 

After years of political maneuvering, Hawaii was officially annexed by the United 
States in 1898, becoming a U.S. territory. The islands' strategic location in the 
Pacific made them valuable to the U.S. Navy. 

A Unique Culture Preserved 

Despite the changes, Hawaii's unique culture, language, and traditions endured. 
Today, Hawaii is a diverse and vibrant state that celebrates its rich heritage while 
embracing its place in the United States. 

 

 


