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The Annexation of Hawaii: A Tropical Tale of Change 
Short Answer Key 

1. European and American contact with Hawaii in the late 18th 

century impacted the islands' way of life by introducing new 

technologies, plants, and animals, which changed the Hawaiian 

way of life and created a cultural exchange. 

2. Queen Lili'uokalani was the last monarch of Hawaii and played 

a significant role in Hawaiian history. She was overthrown in 1893 

by a group of American businessmen, leading to the eventual 

annexation of Hawaii to the United States. 

3. American businessmen sought the annexation of Hawaii to the 

United States to further their economic interests and gain access 

to Hawaii's resources and markets. 

4. Hawaii held strategic value for the United States in the late 19th 

century due to its location in the Pacific Ocean, which made it 

a vital hub for U.S. naval operations and trade routes. 

5. Hawaii celebrates its rich heritage by preserving its unique 

culture, language, and traditions, such as hula, luaus, and the 

use of the Hawaiian language in daily life, while also embracing 

its place as a U.S. state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


