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The Annexation of Hawaii: A Tropical Tale of Change 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. King Kamehameha I is a significant figure in Hawaiian history for 

uniting the Hawaiian Islands in the early 19th century. His 

leadership and vision led to the establishment of the Kingdom of 

Hawaii, contributing to the islands' cultural and political legacy. 

2. The overthrow of Queen Lili'uokalani had a profound impact on 

Hawaiian society, leading to political upheaval, changes in land 

ownership, and a loss of sovereignty. This event eventually 

paved the way for Hawaii's annexation to the United States. 

3. Hawaii's history is marked by complex dynamics, where the 

preservation of a rich native culture coexists with a history of 

foreign influence, including annexation by the United States. This 

complexity underscores the resilience of Hawaiian traditions and 

the ongoing dialogue about identity and heritage. 

4. As a visitor to Hawaii today, one might encounter cultural 

experiences such as traditional hula performances, lei-making 

workshops, and festivals celebrating Hawaiian music and 

dance. These experiences offer a glimpse into Hawaii's unique 

heritage while enjoying the beauty of the islands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


