
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

How Does a Hedgehog Communicate? 
Hedgehogs use a variety of methods to 

communicate with each other and with their 

environment. These small mammals rely on 

sounds, scents, and body language to express 

themselves and share information. 

One way hedgehogs communicate is through 

sounds. They can make a range of noises, 

including snuffles, grunts, and even hisses. When a hedgehog feels 

threatened, it might hiss or puff up to scare off predators. Baby hedgehogs, 

called hoglets, often make soft squeaks to call for their mothers. 

Another important way hedgehogs communicate is through scents. 

Hedgehogs have a strong sense of smell and use scents to mark their territory. 

They might rub their body on objects or leave scent marks to signal their 

presence to other hedgehogs. This scent marking helps them avoid conflicts 

and understand where other hedgehogs have been. 

Body language is also key for hedgehogs. If a hedgehog feels threatened, it 

may curl into a tight ball with its spines sticking out. This behavior sends a clear 

message to predators: “Stay away!” On the other hand, when hedgehogs are 

calm, they keep their bodies relaxed and their spines flat. 

Interestingly, hedgehogs sometimes perform an action called “self-anointing.” 

When they encounter a new smell, they create frothy saliva and spread it over 

their spines. Scientists are still studying this behavior, but it might help 

hedgehogs mask their scent or react to new stimuli. 

In summary, hedgehogs communicate through sounds, scents, and body 

movements. These methods help them stay safe, find mates, and interact with 

their surroundings. 


