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Hedgehogs' Predators and Threats 
Hedgehogs are small mammals with 

unique defenses, but they still face 

many threats in the wild. Hedgehogs 

have several natural predators, 

including foxes, badgers, and owls. 

These animals can overpower a 

hedgehog despite its sharp spines. 

Hedgehogs try to protect themselves by 

curling into a tight ball, making their 

spines stick out in all directions. 

Apart from predators, hedgehogs face dangers from human activities. Cars 

pose a significant threat as hedgehogs often cross roads at night when they 

are active. Habitat loss caused by deforestation and urban development also 

reduces the places where hedgehogs can live safely. 

Hedgehogs can also be affected by parasites and diseases. Ticks, fleas, and 

mites can cause discomfort and health problems for hedgehogs. Additionally, 

they can suffer from diseases such as ringworm and lung infections, which can 

weaken their immune system. 

To stay healthy, hedgehogs rely on their natural habits and instincts. They keep 

their diet varied by eating insects, worms, and small fruits, which provide 

essential nutrients. Hedgehogs also stay active during the night, which helps 

them avoid some daytime predators. 

Conservation efforts can help protect hedgehogs. Creating safe spaces like 

hedgehog houses in gardens and reducing pesticide use can make 

environments safer for these creatures. By understanding the threats 

hedgehogs face, we can take steps to help them thrive in the wild. 


