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Do Hedgehogs Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Hedgehogs are fascinating creatures 

known for their spiny coats and solitary 

behavior. But do hedgehogs form 

relationships with other species? Hedgehogs 

are generally solitary animals, meaning they 

prefer to live and forage alone. However, 

they do have some interactions with other 

species, mostly in indirect ways. 

Hedgehogs can be part of mutualistic relationships. For example, they help 

control insect populations by eating bugs, which benefits both the 

hedgehog and the environment. Some gardeners appreciate hedgehogs 

because they keep gardens free of pests, providing food for the hedgehog 

while protecting plants. 

Hedgehogs can also experience parasitic relationships. Ticks, fleas, and 

mites often attach to hedgehogs, feeding on their blood and causing 

discomfort or illness. This is harmful to the hedgehog, while the parasite 

benefits by gaining food. 

Another type of relationship seen in hedgehogs is commensalism, where 

one species benefits while the other remains unaffected. For example, birds 

like crows may follow hedgehogs to eat insects disturbed while the 

hedgehog forages for food. The hedgehog is unaffected, while the bird 

benefits from an easier meal. 

In summary, hedgehogs do not form close social bonds with other species, 

but they do play roles in their ecosystems through mutualism, parasitism, 

and commensalism. 


