Name

Fascinating Fungi: Exploring the Hidden Kingdom

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1.

Different forms of fungi mentioned in the passage include molds,
yeasts, and mushroomes.

Fungi benefit plants in ecosystems by forming symbiotic
relationships with them, helping them absorb water and nutrients
from the soil.

It is important to understand and appreciate the diversity of fungi
because they play vital roles in ecosystems, are sources of food
and medicine, and contribute to various human activities.

Some common misconceptions about fungi include that all fungi
are harmful, that they are all mushrooms, and that they are not
important in ecosystems. These misconceptions are incorrect
because many fungi are harmless or even beneficial, fungi
encompass a diverse range of organisms beyond mushrooms, and
fungi play essential roles in decomposition and nutrient cycling in

ecosystems.
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