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Hidden Meanings 
Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. Do you think the cats have supernatural powers, or is the narrator imagining 

everything? Why? 

 

2. How does guilt affect the narrator’s behavior throughout the story? 

 

3. If the second cat represents guilt, what do you think the noose-shaped mark 
symbolizes? 

 

4. Why do you think Poe chose to use cats as symbols instead of another animal? 

 

 

 


