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Do Hippopotamuses Form Relationships with Other Species? 
The hippopotamus, or hippo, is a fascinating 

animal known for its large size and semi-aquatic 

lifestyle. While hippos may seem solitary or 

aggressive, they do have interactions with other 

species. These relationships can be described 

using symbiotic categories: mutualism, 

commensalism, and parasitism. 

One example of mutualism is the relationship between hippos and certain 

bird species, such as oxpeckers. These birds perch on the backs of hippos 

and eat parasites, like ticks, from their skin. The hippo benefits by having 

fewer pests, while the bird gains a food source. 

Another interesting relationship involves fish, such as the barbel fish, which 

clean the hippo's skin and even enter its mouth to remove food debris. The 

fish receive nourishment, and the hippo benefits from better hygiene, 

making this another example of mutualism. 

Hippos also experience commensal relationships. Smaller animals, like 

turtles or birds, may use a resting hippo as a safe perch. The smaller animals 

benefit from protection, while the hippo remains unaffected. 

Parasitism, however, involves harm to the hippo. Leeches and some 

waterborne parasites can attach to the hippo's skin and feed on its blood, 

providing no benefit to the hippo and potentially causing health issues. 

Overall, hippos engage in various relationships with other species, ranging 

from helpful to harmful. These connections play a role in the balance of 

their ecosystems and highlight how different species can affect each other 

in the wild. 


