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The Amazing Hippopotamus 
The hippopotamus, or hippo for short, is a massive 

animal found in Africa. It has a round, barrel-shaped 

body with short legs. Hippos have grayish-brown skin, 

often appearing pinkish around their ears and eyes. 

Their skin produces a special oil that looks red, which 

works like sunscreen and protects them from the sun. 

This oil also has antibacterial properties that help prevent infections and keep their 

skin healthy in their aquatic habitats. 

Hippos are among the largest land animals. They can grow up to 16 feet long and 

weigh between 3,000 and 9,000 pounds. A full-grown hippo can be as heavy as 

a small car! Despite their size, hippos can move quickly, running up to 20 miles per 

hour on land. They can be surprisingly agile and powerful when threatened, 

making them one of the most dangerous animals in Africa. 

A unique feature of the hippopotamus is its enormous mouth. A hippo's mouth 

can open up to 4 feet wide, showing large tusks and sharp teeth. These teeth are 

not used for chewing food but for protection against threats. The tusks can grow 

up to 20 inches long and are capable of delivering powerful bites. Hippos also 

have small ears and eyes on the top of their heads, which help them stay mostly 

underwater while still seeing and hearing their surroundings. 

Hippos spend most of their time in water, such as rivers and lakes. Their bodies are 

built for a semi-aquatic life. They can hold their breath for several minutes and 

even sleep while floating! Hippos enjoy staying cool in the water during the day 

and grazing on grass at night. They are herbivores, mainly feeding on grass but 

occasionally consuming fruit when available. 

Hippos play an important role in their ecosystem by helping maintain grasslands 

and waterways. Their grazing helps keep vegetation in check, while their 

movements through water create channels that benefit other aquatic species. 


