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The Road to the Boston Tea Party: Events Leading to a Historic Protest

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Answer: Responses may vary but could include feelings of frustration,

4.

anger, and a sense of injustice due to British taxation and control. Some
might have supported the protests as a way to stand up for their rights and
oppose unfair policies, while others might have been more cautious,
fearing the consequences of rebellion.

Answer: Boycotts and protests played a crucial role in shaping the colonists'
response to British taxation and control. They allowed the colonists to
express their dissatisfaction peacefully and to unite against unfair policies.
These actions helped galvanize public opinion against British measures and
set the stage for more significant acts of resistance, such as the Boston Tea
Party.

Answer: The Boston Tea Party served as a powerful symbol of colonial
resistance to British oppression. It demonstrated the colonists’ willingness to
take direct action against unjust policies. The event further solidified their
resolve to assert their rights and played a significant role in rallying support
for the broader movement towards independence.

Answer: Taxation was a central issue in the events leading to the Boston Tea
Party. British attempts to generate revenue through various taxes, such as
the Stamp Act and the Tea Act, without colonial consent, were seen as
infringements on colonial rights. This led to growing unrest and resistance
among the colonists, who felt their rights were being violated and their
economic interests harmed. The resistance ultimately culminated in the

dramatic protest of the Boston Tea Party.
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