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Famous Gymnasts: Icons of the Sport's History 
Gymnastics has a long and storied history, filled with 
incredible athletes who have left their mark on the 
sport. These gymnasts have not only achieved 
remarkable success but have also inspired 
generations of athletes and fans alike. In this 
reading passage, we will explore some of the most 
famous gymnasts in the history of the sport and their 
contributions to its legacy. 

Nadia Comăneci: The Perfectionist 

Nadia Comăneci, a Romanian gymnast, made history at the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics when she became the first gymnast to score a perfect 10.0 in an 
Olympic gymnastics event. Her performance on the uneven bars, balance beam, 
and floor exercises earned her three gold medals, one silver, and one bronze, 
making her a true icon of gymnastics. 

Olga Korbut: The Darling of Munich 

Olga Korbut, hailing from the Soviet Union, captured the hearts of gymnastics fans 
worldwide with her captivating performances at the 1972 Munich Olympics. She 
introduced new skills and innovative moves, including the Korbut Flip on the 
uneven bars. Her dynamic routines earned her four gold medals and one silver. 

Simone Biles: The Modern Marvel 

Simone Biles, an American gymnast, has redefined the sport in the 21st century. 
Her incredible strength, precision, and artistic flair have made her a dominant 
force in gymnastics. Biles has amassed numerous World Championship titles and 
Olympic gold medals, setting records that may stand for generations to come. 

Nellie Kim: The Queen of Consistency 

Nellie Kim, a Soviet gymnast, demonstrated unparalleled consistency in her 
performances. She won multiple gold medals at the 1976 Montreal Olympics and 
was known for her elegant and graceful style. Kim's success and longevity in the 
sport have solidified her status as one of the all-time greats. 

Bart Conner: The American Legend 

Bart Conner is an American gymnast who achieved great success both as an 
individual athlete and as part of the U.S. men's gymnastics team. He won two gold 
medals at the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics and later became a renowned 
gymnastics commentator, sharing his expertise with audiences around the world. 

 


