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New Jersey's Remarkable Journey Through History 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Reflect on the role of Native American tribes, such as the Lenape, in the early 
history of New Jersey. How did their presence shape the region's culture and 
interactions with European settlers? 

 

2. Explore the impact of industrialization and innovation in New Jersey during the 
19th century, with a focus on Thomas Edison's contributions. How did these 
developments transform the state's economy and reputation? 

 

3. Discuss the significance of New Jersey's cultural contributions to American 
society, from music icons like Frank Sinatra and Bruce Springsteen to famous 
writers and artists. How have these cultural figures shaped the state's identity? 

 

4. Consider the Underground Railroad's role in helping enslaved individuals 
escape to freedom. How did the network operate in New Jersey, and what 
lasting impact has it had on the state's history and legacy? 

 

 

 

 


