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Famous Gymnasts: Icons of the Sport's History 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Nadia Comăneci and Simone Biles both made significant 

contributions to gymnastics. Nadia Comăneci was known for her 

perfection and became the first gymnast to score a perfect 10.0 

at the Olympics. Simone Biles, on the other hand, is known for her 

incredible strength and precision, setting records with numerous 

World Championship titles and Olympic gold medals. While both 

left a lasting impact, Nadia Comăneci was celebrated for her 

flawless routines, while Simone Biles is praised for her power and 

innovation. 

2. Olga Korbut's innovative moves, including the Korbut Flip, 

captured the world's attention and played a significant role in 

popularizing gymnastics. Her youthful exuberance and daring 

routines made her a beloved figure in the sport. 

3. Nellie Kim's consistency in gymnastics is significant because it 

showcased her ability to perform at a high level consistently. This 

consistency led to her winning multiple gold medals and 

becoming an enduring figure in the sport. 

4. Athletes like Bart Conner, who transition into roles such as 

coaching or commentary, contribute to the sport of gymnastics 

by sharing their knowledge and passion with others. Their 

continued involvement helps promote and grow the sport at all 

levels. 

 


