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New Jersey's Remarkable Journey Through History 
Short Answer Key 

1. New Jersey played a pivotal role in the American Revolution as 
the state where the first delegates signed the Declaration of 
Independence. This event marked the state's commitment to 
independence from British rule and its importance in the fight for 
liberty. 

2. Thomas Edison's innovations, including the invention of the 
phonograph and the development of the electric light bulb, 
had a profound impact on New Jersey's industrial development. 
His laboratory in Menlo Park became known as the "Invention 
Factory" and contributed to the state's reputation as an 
innovation hub. 

3. New Jersey has made significant cultural contributions, with 
famous individuals like Frank Sinatra, Bruce Springsteen, and 
authors like Philip Roth associated with the state. These cultural 
figures have left a lasting legacy, shaping American music, 
literature, and entertainment. 

4. The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and 
safe houses used by enslaved African Americans to escape to 
freedom in the North. New Jersey's proximity to slave states and 
its active involvement in the abolitionist movement made it a 
crucial part of the Underground Railroad's history. Safe houses 
and sympathetic individuals in the state played a vital role in 
assisting freedom seekers. 

5. New Jersey's history, including its role in the American Revolution 
and its industrialization, has influenced its modern challenges 
and opportunities. The state faces challenges related to 
urbanization, environmental conservation, and infrastructure 
development. However, it also offers opportunities for 
innovation, education, and cultural enrichment, building on its 
historical legacy. 


