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Shuttling Through Time: The Fascinating History of Badminton
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Badminton House, located in England, played a significant role in the early
development of badminton as a sport. It was at Badminton House in 1873
that the first official rules for badminton were established, giving the sport
its name. The house and its surroundings served as a venue for the sport's
early experimentation and refinement, which later led to its widespread
popularity.

2. The evolution of badminton equipment from the cork-based shuttlecock to
the feathered shuttlecock had a substantial impact on the sport's
development and popularity. The use of feathered shuttlecocks improved
the game by making it faster, more dynamic, and more engaging for
players and spectators. Feathered shuttlecocks offered superior flight
characteristics, allowing for faster and more accurate shots, as well as
increased agilty and maneuverability during play. This improvement
contributed to the growing interest in badminton and its eventual global
expansion.

3. The global expansion of badminton is characterized by its introduction to
various countries and its inclusion in the Olympic Games. Badminton began
in India and was later introduced to England by British army officers. From
there, it spread to countries such as Canada, India, and the United States,
and it became popular in many other nations. Its inclusion in the Olympic
Games in 1992 solidified its status as a global sport, attracting players and
fans from all corners of the world. This growth has contributed to the sport's
recognition and competitiveness on an international level.

4. Badminton is an inclusive sport because it welcomes players of all ages and
skill levels. It can be enjoyed both casually and competitively, making it
accessible to a wide audience. Players can easily adapt the game to their
level of skill and fitness, whether they are beginners playing in a backyard
or advanced athletes competing in international tournaments. This
inclusivity has played a significant role in the widespread popularity of
badminton, as it encourages people of all backgrounds to participate and
enjoy the game.
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