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When History Disappoints 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Emily decided to publish her research because she believed in the pursuit 

of historical accuracy and truth, even if it challenged established 

narratives. Her decision was motivated by her commitment to the principles 

of honesty and transparency in historical research. 

2. Revealing uncomfortable truths about revered historical figures can have 

consequences such as tarnishing their legacies, causing public outrage, 

and challenging deeply held beliefs. However, such revelations benefit 

society by providing a more accurate understanding of history, promoting 

ethical decision-making in historical research, and encouraging critical 

thinking and discussions about historical figures' actions. 

3. The debate sparked by Emily's decision contributes to our understanding of 

history by highlighting the complexities of historical research and the 

importance of ethical considerations. It underscores that historians have a 

responsibility to seek the truth and present it honestly, even when it 

challenges established narratives. The debate also emphasizes the role of 

public discourse in shaping historical perspectives. 

4. "The Historian's Dilemma" teaches us that historians play a crucial role in 

uncovering and presenting historical truths, even when they challenge 

established narratives. It emphasizes the importance of honesty, 

transparency, and ethical considerations in historical research. To ensure 

that historical accuracy and ethical considerations go hand in hand, 

society can establish ethical guidelines for historical research, promote 

open dialogue, and encourage critical thinking about the past. 

 

 

 

 


