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Holden’s Guiding Light 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary. Some may say Holden trusts Phoebe because 

she is honest, while others may say she is one of the few people 

who truly listens to him. 

2. Answers will vary. Some may argue that Allie’s death made 

Holden more fearful of losing the good things in life, while others 

may say it made him feel alone. 

3. Answers will vary. Some may believe that Phoebe’s questions 

helped Holden realize that running away wouldn’t solve his 

problems, while others may argue that Holden was already 

beginning to question his decision. 

4. Answers will vary. Some might encourage Holden to find things 

he enjoys, while others may remind him that not everyone in the 

world is phony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


