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Open-Ended Response Questions Answer Key

1. Describe the atmosphere inside Hollow Hill Manor when the teenagers first
entered. The atmosphere inside Hollow Hill Manor was eerie and unsettling. The air
was thick with the musty scent of age, and the dim light from their flashlights cast
eerie shapes on the peeling wallpaper. The mansion felt decayed and ominous,
creating a sense of dread as the teenagers ventured deeper into the building. This
creepy environment was intensified by the sudden chiling breeze that
extinguished their flashlights and the faint whispers and eerie laughter they heard
in the dark.

2. What do you think motivated Tom to touch the haunted mirror despite the
warnings? Tom’s motivation likely stemmed from a combination of curiosity,
fearlessness, and the supernatural allure of the mirror. Known as the bravest of the
group, he may have been eager to prove his courage or to explore the unknown.
Additionally, the mirror seemed to have a pull on him, as his reflection grinned
menacingly and beckoned him closer. This supernatural influence likely
overpowered his hesitation, making the mirror’s pull irresistible.

3. How did the group of teenagers react when Tom disappeared into the mirror? The
group reacted with panic and fear when Tom disappeared into the mirror. They
screamed in terror but saw no sign of him. The sight of the sinister inscription on the
mirror only added to their horror, and they fled the mansion in a state of panic,
unable to comprehend what had just happened to their friend.

4. What do you think the sorceress wanted to achieve by trapping souls in the mirror?
The sorceress appeared to trap souls in the mirror to feed on their fear. The historian
revealed that the sorceress had a malevolent purpose for trapping people within
the mirror’s grasp, likely gaining power or sustaining herself through the fear and
torment of those she ensnared. The mirror became a tool for her to capture souls,
keeping them trapped forever to serve her dark needs.
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