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The Case of the Vanishing Homework 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Lily Rodriguez is a skilled detective due to her determination, 

keen observation skills, and ability to connect clues. Her 

determination led her to take on the case of the disappearing 

homework, and her keen observation skills allowed her to 

uncover crucial evidence. Her actions demonstrate that 

determination and attention to detail can help solve even the 

most mysterious cases. 

2. The school's response to Emily's confession aligns with the values 

of empathy and understanding. By providing her with extra help 

and support, the school acknowledged her struggles and 

offered a compassionate solution. This response teaches 

students that empathy and understanding can lead to positive 

outcomes and help those in need. 

3. Answers may vary, but students may express shock or sympathy 

when Emily is revealed as the culprit. Actions of kindness could 

include offering support, inviting Emily to join study groups, or 

helping her with homework to overcome her fear. Words of 

encouragement and reassurance would also be important. 

4. In the letter, students may express admiration for Lily's detective 

skills and her ability to bring kindness to the school. They could 

describe how her actions positively impacted the school 

community by solving the mystery and helping a fellow student 

in need. 


