Have you ever noticed a small, buzzing insect
flying around your home? That’s likely a
housefly! Houseflies are one of the most
common insects in the world. They are found
almost everywhere people live, and they are

more interesting than you might think.

A housefly is about the size of a fingernail, with

a black or gray body and six tiny legs. It has
two big red eyes that allow it to see in many directions at once. Houseflies also
have two transparent wings that help them zip around quickly. Despite their small

size, they are incredibly fast, flying up to five miles per hour!

Houseflies don’t have teeth. Instead, they eat by using a special tube-like mouth
to suck up liquids. If they find solid food, they spit out saliva to turn it into a liquid

before eating. This is why they are often seen around spilled drinks or food crumbs.

Although houseflies might seem harmless, they can carry germs because they
land on dirty surfaces like trash or animal waste. These germs can make people
sick if flies land on food. This is why it’s important to keep food covered and clean
up spills quickly.

Did you know houseflies have an amazing sense of smell? They can detect food
from far away, even from another room. Once they smell something tasty, they
use their legs and antennae to investigate. Surprisingly, houseflies taste food with

their feet!

Even though houseflies can be pests, they play an important role in nature. For
example, they help break down garbage and waste, turning it into nutrients that

enrich the soil. Without houseflies, the world would be a much messier place!

Next time you see a housefly, remember that it’s more than just a tiny bug—it’s a

fascinating creature with unique skills!
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