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What Hunts the Housefly? 
Houseflies may seem like tiny, harmless 
creatures, but they face many dangers 
in the wild. From hungry predators to 
environmental challenges, life as a 
housefly is not easy! 

Many animals see houseflies as a tasty 
snack. Birds, frogs, spiders, and even 
lizards hunt houseflies for food. These 
predators are quick and can easily 
catch a fly if it isn’t paying attention. 

Some insects, like praying mantises and dragonflies, are also skilled hunters 
that target houseflies. These predators are fast and stealthy, making it hard 
for houseflies to escape. 

Houseflies also face threats from environmental changes and human 
activities. In the wild, cold temperatures can kill houseflies or slow them 
down, making them easy prey. Strong winds or rain can also be dangerous, 
as houseflies are too small to handle extreme weather. Humans add to the 
challenge by using fly swatters, bug sprays, and traps to keep houseflies 
away from food and homes. 

In addition to predators and environmental challenges, houseflies must also 
deal with parasites and diseases. Certain mites and fungi attack houseflies, 
making it harder for them to survive. For example, some fungi infect flies 
and eventually kill them. These threats are part of the natural balance in 
ecosystems. 

So how do houseflies stay alive in such a dangerous world? Their speed and 
agility help them escape predators. Houseflies can see almost 360 degrees 
with their large eyes, making it easier to spot danger. They also have short 
lifespans, meaning they reproduce quickly, ensuring the species continues 
even if many flies are lost to predators. 

Houseflies may not seem like survivors, but they are well-adapted to their 
environment. Their ability to detect threats, fly quickly, and reproduce in 
large numbers helps them face the many dangers they encounter every 
day. 


