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The Road to the NFL: How to Become a National Football League 
Player 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Youth football and high school football play a crucial role in the 
development of aspiring NFL players. During these stages, 
players learn fundamental skills, teamwork, discipline, and a love 
for the game. High school football provides exposure to college 
scouts, making it essential for catching their attention and 
securing scholarships. 

2. The NFL Draft is a pivotal moment for aspiring NFL players. It is the 
culmination of years of hard work and dedication. Being 
selected during the draft signifies that an NFL team believes in a 
player's talent and potential contribution to the league. 
However, it also marks the beginning of a new phase of hard 
work and competition. 

3. Aspiring NFL players may face challenges like injuries, fierce 
competition, and setbacks that can test their resilience. 
Overcoming these challenges requires determination, 
perseverance, and a strong support system. Many successful NFL 
players have stories of adversity they conquered on their path to 
the league. Off-field responsibilities for NFL players are 
substantial. Managing finances wisely ensures long-term 
financial security. Handling media interviews and public 
appearances is essential for representing the team and the 
league positively. Engaging in community outreach and charity 
work allows players to make a difference in society. 

4. (Responses vary.) 

 

 

 

 

 


