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Hustle and Redemption: A Street Tale 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Big Dre represents an opportunity for Malik to escape the harsh 

realities of his neighborhood and make quick money. However, 

he also poses a danger as his influence exposes Malik to the 

dangers of the hustle game, risking his safety and moral integrity. 

2. Malik's character undergoes significant transformation, shifting 

from pursuing fast riches to recognizing the moral and personal 

costs of his choices. Factors contributing to his decision for 

redemption include witnessing violence, the impact on his 

relationship with his mother, and a growing sense of 

responsibility. 

3. Family plays a central role in the story, showcasing its importance 

in shaping one's choices and providing a support system. Malik's 

evolving relationship with his mother demonstrates how choices 

can affect family dynamics and the possibility of healing through 

redemption. 

4. Malik's journey teaches us that choices have consequences, but 

it is never too late to seek a path to redemption. It emphasizes 

the importance of self-reflection and moral growth in the face 

of adversity. 

 

 

 

 

 


