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I Am Heathcliff  
 
In Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë, Catherine 
Earnshaw's declaration, "I am Heathcliff," reveals 
the depth of her connection to Heathcliff and 
offers insight into her identity. From childhood, 
Catherine and Heathcliff share an inseparable 
bond. Growing up together at Wuthering 
Heights, they become each other's closest 
companions. Their relationship transcends 
friendship; they view themselves as extensions of 
one another. 
 
When Catherine says, "I am Heathcliff," she is not speaking literally but 
emotionally. She feels that their souls are intertwined. This statement reflects how 
much of her identity is tied to Heathcliff. She sees him as a part of herself, saying 
that being without him would destroy her. Yet, despite this strong connection, 
Catherine decides to marry Edgar Linton, a wealthy and refined man. She 
explains to Nelly, their servant, that she loves Edgar for his gentleness and 
security but loves Heathcliff with an intensity she cannot explain. 
 
Catherine's choice to marry Edgar highlights the conflict between her desire for 
social respectability and her deep love for Heathcliff. She believes that marrying 
Edgar will elevate her status, but it also causes great pain to Heathcliff and 
herself. Heathcliff's heartbreak fuels his drive for revenge, and Catherine's 
decision ultimately leads to her emotional turmoil. 
 
Her famous declaration also shows the complexity of their relationship. While 
Catherine and Heathcliff love each other passionately, their love is far from 
peaceful. It is filled with jealousy, anger, and obsession. This intensity reflects how 
their bond, though strong, often brings more suffering than happiness. 
 
Through Catherine's words and choices, Brontë explores themes of identity, love, 
and societal expectations. Catherine's statement, "I am Heathcliff," reveals that 
their love is not just a relationship but a defining part of who she is. However, her 
struggle to balance this love with societal norms leads to tragedy, showing the 
cost of denying one's true self. 
 
 
 


