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The Impact of the Holocaust and World War II on the Frank Family 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Holocaust and World War II had a devastating impact on the Frank 
family. Before hiding in the annex, they faced increasing persecution and 
discrimination as Jews in Germany and later in the Netherlands. During their 
time in hiding, they lived in constant fear, enduring cramped conditions 
and the ever-present threat of discovery. After their arrest, Anne and 
Margot perished in a concentration camp. Otto Frank, the sole survivor, 
returned to Amsterdam, determined to fulfill Anne's dream by getting her 
diary published. Their story illustrates the profound and lasting impact of 
these historical events on one family. 

2. Anne Frank's diary holds enduring significance as both a historical and 
literary work. It provides a firsthand account of life during the Holocaust and 
World War II, offering unique insights into the experiences of a Jewish family 
in hiding. Anne's diary humanizes the historical events, making them 
relatable to readers of all ages. As a literary work, it showcases Anne's talent 
as a writer and her ability to articulate the emotions and struggles of 
adolescence. The diary has become a symbol of hope, resilience, and the 
importance of bearing witness to history. It has greatly contributed to our 
understanding of this period and continues to educate and inspire people 
worldwide. 

3. Anne Frank's diary became a symbol of hope and resilience through her 
unwavering optimism and strength in the face of adversity. Despite the dire 
circumstances, Anne maintained her belief in the goodness of people and 
her dreams for the future. Her diary serves as a testament to the human 
spirit's ability to find hope and meaning even in the darkest times. For 
readers around the world, Anne's words have inspired empathy, tolerance, 
and a commitment to preventing the recurrence of such atrocities. Her 
story reminds us of the importance of preserving hope, even in the most 
challenging circumstances. 

4. The story of the Frank family underscores the importance of bearing witness 
to historical events and preserving personal narratives during times of crisis. 
Anne Frank's diary provides an invaluable firsthand account of the 
Holocaust and World War II, helping us understand the human experiences 
within those dark times. It reminds us that personal narratives humanize 
history, making it more relatable and impactful. The act of recording and 
sharing one's experiences, as Anne did in her diary, ensures that the voices 
of those who lived through historic events are not forgotten. It also serves as 
a call to action, urging us to learn from history and work towards a more just 
and compassionate world. 

 


