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Capturing Moments: Impressionism Art 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Impressionism had a profound impact on the perception of beauty by 

celebrating the beauty found in everyday life. It encouraged people to 

appreciate the ordinary and fleeting moments, elevating them to the 

realm of art. This shift in perspective allowed viewers to see the beauty in 

everyday scenes, from sunsets to leisurely lunches. 

2. Impressionism differed from traditional academic art in several ways. While 

academic art focused on precise details and idealized subjects, 

Impressionism prioritized capturing fleeting moments and everyday scenes. 

The technique in Impressionism featured loose brushwork and a focus on 

the effects of light and color, while academic art used a more controlled 

and formal style. Additionally, Impressionism valued individual perception 

and immediacy, whereas academic art often followed established 

conventions. 

3. Mary Cassatt played a significant role in promoting Impressionism in the 

United States. As an American artist living in France, she introduced 

American collectors to Impressionist art. Her unique perspective as a 

female artist in a male-dominated art world provided a fresh and distinctive 

viewpoint. Cassatt often focused on the intimate scenes of women and 

children, offering a perspective rarely seen in art at the time. 

4. The legacy of Impressionism is still evident in contemporary art. Many 

modern artists draw inspiration from Impressionism's focus on capturing 

fleeting moments, the play of light, and the beauty of everyday life. For 

example, contemporary painters like David Hockney and Wayne Thiebaud 

incorporate Impressionist techniques in their work, emphasizing color and 

light effects. Moreover, the Impressionist emphasis on individual perception 

continues to influence artists in various mediums, including photography 

and digital art. 


