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Capturing Moments: 
Impressionism Art 
Impressionism was a revolutionary art 
movement that emerged in France 
during the late 19th century. It is 
characterized by its focus on capturing 
fleeting moments of everyday life and 
the play of light on objects. 

Characteristics of Impressionism Art 

Impressionism art is distinguished by 
several key features: 

• Capturing Moments: Impressionist artists aimed to depict ordinary scenes 
and everyday life, often painting outdoor landscapes, people, and urban 
settings. 

• Light and Color: Impressionists were fascinated by the effects of light on 
objects and the atmosphere. They used vibrant colors and a loose 
brushwork style to convey the changing qualities of light and color. 

• En Plein Air: Many Impressionist artists painted "en plein air," which means 
they worked outdoors, directly observing their subjects and capturing the 
immediate visual impressions. 

• Focus on Atmosphere: Impressionist paintings often have a sense of air and 
atmosphere, as artists sought to convey the feeling and mood of a scene 
rather than rendering fine details. 

Style of Impressionism Art 

Impressionism art encompassed various styles and mediums, including: 

• Impressionist Painting: Renowned painters like Claude Monet, Pierre-
Auguste Renoir, and Edgar Degas created iconic works characterized by 
their use of color, light, and atmosphere. 

• Impressionist Sculpture: Some artists experimented with sculpture, using 
unconventional materials and techniques to capture the essence of their 
subjects. 

• Impressionist Photography: Photography also played a role in the 
Impressionist movement, as it allowed artists to capture the fleeting 
moments they sought to portray. 
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Examples of Impressionism Art 

• Water Lilies Series: Claude Monet's series of water lily paintings, including 
"Water Lilies and Japanese Bridge," exemplify his fascination with light, 
color, and the reflections on the water's surface. 

• Luncheon of the Boating Party: Pierre-Auguste Renoir's masterpiece features 
a group of people enjoying a leisurely lunch on a terrace, showcasing the 
Impressionist focus on everyday life and social gatherings. 

• Dancers at the Barre: Edgar Degas' paintings of ballet dancers, like 
"Dancers at the Barre," capture the grace and movement of the 
performers, emphasizing the Impressionist interest in momentary scenes. 

Facts About Impressionism Art 

• The term "Impressionism" was coined 
from the title of Claude Monet's 
painting "Impression, Sunrise," which 
was exhibited in 1874. 

• Impressionism challenged the 
traditional art establishment, as artists 
exhibited their works independently, 
away from the Salon de Paris. 

• Impressionism had a profound 
influence on the development of 
modern art, as it paved the way for 
movements like Post-Impressionism 
and Fauvism. 

• Artists like Mary Cassatt played a crucial role in promoting Impressionism in 
the United States and abroad. 

• Impressionism celebrated the transitory nature of life and the beauty found 
in everyday moments, reflecting the changing urban landscapes of the 
late 19th century. 

 

 

 

 

 


