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The Internet's Inventors and Their Ingenious Motives

L PICHORS Sepll : @ The Internet is a marvel of modern technology,
‘ connecting people across the globe, and

i transforming the way we live, work, and

7 communicate. But have you ever wondered
’m /A0, who invented the Internet and why they did it?

SRR et's dive into the intriguing history of the

Internet's creators and explore the motivations

behind their groundbreaking invention.
The Birth of the Internet: ARPANET

The Internet's story begins in the early 1960s when researchers in the United States
were looking for a way to share information and resources among different
computer systems. The U.S. Department of Defense's Advanced Research
Projects Agency (ARPA) initiated a project called ARPANET, which laid the

foundation for the Internet.
Meet the Pioneers: Leonard Kleinrock and Paul Baran

Leonard Kleinrock, a computer scientist, was one of the early minds behind the
development of the Internet. In 1961, he published a paper that discussed the
concept of packet switching, a crucial technology for transmitting data over
networks. Packet switching allows information to be broken into small packets,

sent separately, and then reassembled at its destination.

Another key figure in the Internet's creation was Paul Baran, an engineer. In the
1960s, he proposed a decentralized network design that could withstand a
nuclear attack, making it highly reliable. This concept contributed to the resilience

and flexibility of the Internet.
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Why Did They Invent the Internet?

The motivation behind creating the Internet was primarily to enhance
communication and share knowledge more efficiently. Here are some of the key

reasons:

e Cold War Concerns: During the Cold War, there were fears of nuclear
attacks. ARPANET was designed to ensure that even if parts of the network
were damaged, communication could continue, which was vital for
national security.

e Academic Collaboration: Researchers like Leonard Kleinrock wanted to
facilitate collaboration among scientists and academics. They envisioned
a system that would allow researchers to share their work and findings
seamlessly.

e Resource Sharing: The early Internet was meant to share computing
resources among different institutions. This meant that universities and
research centers could make use of each other's computer power, saving
time and money.

¢ Information Exchange: The Internet aimed to make it easier to exchange
information and access resources like research papers and databases. It
was seen as a tool for expanding human knowledge.

e Global Communication: As the Internet evolved, its creators and
subsequent developers aimed to create a global network that would
enable people from all over the world to communicate and connect with

each other.
The Internet's Growth and Evolution

As ARPANET grew and connected more institutions, it paved the way for the
modern Internet. The 1970s saw the development of email, which revolutionized
communication. The 1980s brought the introduction of domain names and the

World Wide Web, making it easier for people to access information.
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