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Inherited Debt 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary, but a possible response could be that I would 

consider the financial and emotional aspects, consult with family 

members, and explore alternative solutions while trying to honor 

the relative's memory. 

2. The story highlights family complexities by showing how different 

family members have varying opinions and emotions. It 

demonstrates that making difficult decisions together requires 

open communication, compromise, and a willingness to 

prioritize family bonds. 

3. Answers may vary, but a possible response could be that 

preserving Uncle Frank's memory is important because it 

represents their love and respect for him. Family bonds and the 

memory of a loved one can be more valuable than material 

possessions. 

4. Empathy and compromise play a significant role in the Johnsons' 

ability to navigate the challenges because they allow family 

members to understand each other's perspectives and reach a 

decision that balances their financial responsibilities with their 

emotional connection to Uncle Frank. 

 

 

 

 

 


