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Enlightenment Unveiled: A Journey into Intellectual Awakening

Open-Ended Response Questions

1.

Discuss the key principles and beliefs of the Enlightenment intellectual
movement. How did these principles challenge traditional beliefs and shape
a new era of intellectual thought?

Explore the contributions of Voltaire to the Enlightenment, including his
commitment to free speech and open dialogue. How did his quote, "l do not
agree with what you have to say, but I'll defend to the death your right to say
it," reflect Enlightenment values?

Analyze the significance of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's work, "The Social
Contract," within the context of the Enlightenment. How did it challenge the
prevailing political structures of the time and advocate for a new social
contract between citizens and the state?

Explain how Isaac Newton's scientific discoveries, particularly his laws of motion
and universal gravitation, aligned with the Enlightenment's emphasis on
empirical observation and experimentation. How did these scientific principles
influence Enlightenment thought?

Reflect on the major historical events influenced by Enlightenment principles
mentioned in the story, such as the American and French Revolutions. What
ideals did these events promote, and how did they contribute to the broader
impact of the Enlightenment on society?
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