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The Web That Connects Us: The History and Impact of the Internet 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Tim Berners-Lee's invention of the World Wide Web revolutionized the 
Internet by creating a system that allowed information to be easily linked 
and accessed through web pages and hyperlinks. This made the Internet 
more user-friendly and accessible to people worldwide. Before the WWW, 
navigating the Internet required technical knowledge, but the WWW 
simplified it, making it accessible to anyone with a computer and an 
Internet connection. This innovation paved the way for the Internet we 
know today, enabling people to browse websites, search for information, 
and connect with others easily. 

2. Positive Impact: The Internet has democratized information access, 
allowing people to educate themselves on a wide range of topics. For 
example, students can access free educational resources and online 
courses to enhance their learning. This increased access to knowledge 
empowers individuals to pursue their educational goals and learn at their 
own pace. 

Negative Impact: One negative impact is the potential for online privacy 
breaches and data theft. For instance, cybercriminals can steal personal 
information or financial data through phishing scams or hacking. Such 
breaches can lead to identity theft or financial losses for individuals. As a 
result, protecting online privacy has become a significant concern in the 
digital age. 

3. The Internet has transformed the business landscape by enabling e-
commerce, which allows businesses to sell products and services online. 
Companies like Amazon, eBay, and Alibaba have revolutionized the way 
people shop. Consumers can now browse a vast selection of products, 
read reviews, and compare prices from the comfort of their homes. 
Additionally, the Internet has allowed businesses to reach a global 
audience, expanding their customer base beyond their physical location. 
This shift has reshaped traditional retail and led to the growth of online 
marketplaces. 

4. Without the Internet, daily life would involve more reliance on physical 
resources. Communication would primarily occur through traditional 
methods such as face-to-face interactions, phone calls, and postal mail. 
Access to information would be limited to physical libraries, books, and 
printed newspapers. Online services like email, social media, and instant 
messaging would not exist, impacting how people connect and share 
information. Online shopping and remote work would also be unavailable, 
requiring in-person visits to stores and offices. Overall, life would be less 
convenient and interconnected without the Internet. 


